The addition of etoposide and ifosfamide to cisplatin as second line therapy in ovarian carcinoma.
Forty-five patients with progressive or recurrent ovarian carcinoma received cisplatin, etoposide, and ifosfamide as salvage chemotherapy. The primary purpose of this trial was to evaluate if etoposide and ifosfamide added to cisplatin was effective second line therapy in the 20 patients with progressive or recurrent ovarian cancer after first line cisplatin-based chemotherapy. The overall response in the 20 patients was 20%, all of which were complete responses. However, responses were seen only in patients who had previously responded to first line cisplatin-based chemotherapy and then developed recurrent cancer, whereas none of the patients whose cancer progressed during first line cisplatin-based chemotherapy responded. The addition of etoposide and ifosfamide to cisplatin as second line therapy does not potentiate cisplatin in patients demonstrating first line cisplatin resistance and most likely does not contribute to the second line responses in those patients who demonstrated first line cisplatin sensitivity. This combination is also ineffective as third, forth, fifth or sixth line salvage chemotherapy with a response rate of only 8%.